
US-awarded Doctoral

Programmes

Awarded by Birchwood University, USA

Earn a globally recognised Ph.D. fully online, in as little as 24 months.

12

Ph.D.

Programmes

24

Months to

Complete

€8,622

Full Programme 

Cost

100%

Online

Delivery

In partnership with

Birchwood University is a U.S. state-licensed institution whose doctoral 

degrees are eligible for apostille certification under the Hague Convention 

enabling formal legalisation for use across many countries worldwide.

Premier Learning Institute delivers Birchwood's doctoral programmes 

through its global academic network, combining the credibility of a USA-

awarded degree with accessible, high-quality online learning.



Why choose to study a doctorate with us?

USA-Awarded Degree

Earn a globally recognised US-awarded Ph.D. and subject to 

terms, obtain an apostille certification under the Hague 

Convention, enabling your degree to be formally legalised for use 

across many countries worldwide.

Complete Your Ph.D. Fast

Complete your Ph.D. fast; in as little as 24 months via a 

structured, professionally focused programme. You can highly 

specialise in your field while getting the direction of a structured 

programme.

Ease of access

With self-paced learning and no fixed schedules, you remain in 

control of your progress while maintaining a great work-life 

balance, fitting your education around your personal and 

professional commitments.

Exceptional support

Our doctoral supervisors are not just academics, they are trained 

mentors. With regular, one-on-one guidance, constructive 

feedback, and tailored research support, you’ll always have an 

expert by your side.

Rigour, without overload

Our carefully designed modular programme ensures that you 

gain deep, research-driven knowledge without being 

overwhelmed. You learn one step at a time. We focus on high-

impact learning!

Affordable

As a social enterprise, we prioritise affordable education without 

compromising on quality. Our simple fee structure and payment 

plans ensure that financial constraints are not a barrier to your 

Ph.D..



Ph.D.  Programmes

Technology & Science
Computer Science  ·  Artificial Intelligence  ·  Education  ·  Management & Leadership



Ph.D. Programmes: Technology & Science

Ph.D. in Computer Science

View Details

View Details

C O U R S E  O V E R V I E W

A research-intensive degree for scholars and professionals 

seeking to advance knowledge across core and emerging areas of 

computing. Candidates may investigate software engineering, 

distributed systems, data science, algorithms, cloud computing, 

human–computer interaction and interdisciplinary applications. 

Research can also extend to intelligent systems, computational 

modelling and the integration of computing within industries 

including healthcare, finance and education.

C A R E E R  O P P O R T U N I T I E S

Chief Technology Officer (CTO) or Technical 

Director

Senior Software Architect or Systems Engineer

AI or Data Science Lead

Cybersecurity Specialist or Consultant

University Lecturer or Research Scientist

Technology Strategy or Innovation Consultant

Equips graduates to lead technological innovation, develop advanced computing solutions and shape the future of 

digital transformation.

Ph.D. in Artificial Intelligence

View Details

View Details

C O U R S E  O V E R V I E W

A research-driven degree focused on intelligent systems capable 

of learning, reasoning and decision-making. Candidates explore 

machine learning, deep learning, natural language processing, 

computer vision, robotics and AI ethics. Research may also 

address human–AI interaction, explainable AI, data-driven 

innovation and the societal implications of intelligent 

technologies.

C A R E E R  O P P O R T U N I T I E S

AI Research Scientist or Machine Learning 

Engineer

Head of AI or Chief AI Officer

Data Science Director

Robotics or Automation Specialist

AI Policy or Ethics Advisor

University Lecturer or Research Scholar

Equips graduates to drive innovation in AI, influence ethical AI development and lead intelligent system integration 

across sectors.

Duration: 2 Years Total Programme Cost: EUR 8,622*   Mode of Study: 100% Online       Start dates: Jan, Apr, Jul, Oct

*Additional costs apply.

https://www.premierlearning.org/birchwood-courses/ph.d.-in-computer-science
https://www.premierlearning.org/birchwood-courses/ph.d.-in-artificial-intelligence


Ph.D. Programmes: Technology & Science

Ph.D. in Education

View Details

View Details

C O U R S E  O V E R V I E W

A research-based degree for professionals seeking to advance 

knowledge in teaching, learning and educational systems. 

Candidates may explore curriculum design, pedagogy, 

assessment, educational technology, leadership, inclusion and 

policy development. Research addresses digital learning, equity in 

education and global educational reform.

C A R E E R  O P P O R T U N I T I E S

University Lecturer or Research Scholar

Educational Policy Advisor or Consultant

Director of Education or Academic Affairs

Curriculum Specialist or Instructional Designer

School or College Leader (Principal, 

Headteacher)

Educational Technology Specialist

Equips graduates to influence educational policy, improve teaching and learning and drive innovation across 

educational institutions.

Ph.D. in Management & Leadership

View Details

View Details

C O U R S E  O V E R V I E W

A research-focused degree for professionals advancing 

knowledge in organisational leadership, strategy and 

performance. Candidates examine strategic management, 

organisational behaviour, leadership theory, change 

management, governance and decision-making. Research may 

also explore innovation, corporate culture, sustainability and 

leadership in global contexts.

C A R E E R  O P P O R T U N I T I E S

Chief Executive Officer (CEO) or Senior 

Executive Leader

Management Consultant or Strategy Advisor

Policy and Governance Advisor

Leadership Development Specialist

Director of Operations or Organisational 

Development

University Lecturer or Research Scholar

Equips graduates to lead organisations with strategic vision, enhance performance and drive sustainable 

organisational transformation.

Duration: 2 Years Total Programme Cost: EUR 8,622*   Mode of Study: 100% Online       Start dates: Jan, Apr, Jul, Oct

*Additional costs apply.

https://www.premierlearning.org/birchwood-courses/ph.d.-in-education
https://www.premierlearning.org/birchwood-courses/ph.d.-in-management-%26-leadership


Ph.D.  Programmes

Business & Management
Cyber Security  ·  Business Administration  ·  Digital Transformation  ·  Finance & Banking



Ph.D. Programmes: Business & Management

Ph.D. in Cyber Security

View Details

View Details

C O U R S E  O V E R V I E W

A research-intensive degree focused on protecting digital 

systems, networks and data from evolving threats. Candidates 

explore network security, cryptography, risk management, digital 

forensics, ethical hacking and cyber resilience. Research may also 

address emerging threats, security governance and the human 

factors influencing cybersecurity.

C A R E E R  O P P O R T U N I T I E S

Chief Information Security Officer (CISO)

Cybersecurity Analyst or Security Architect

Digital Forensics Specialist

Risk and Compliance Manager

Cybersecurity Consultant or Advisor

University Lecturer or Research Scientist

Equips graduates to lead cybersecurity initiatives, protect critical systems and address emerging digital threats 

across sectors.

Ph.D. in Business Administration

View Details

View Details

C O U R S E  O V E R V I E W

A research-based degree for professionals advancing knowledge 

in business strategy, management and organisational 

performance. Candidates examine strategic management, 

marketing, finance, operations, entrepreneurship and 

organisational behaviour. Research may also address innovation, 

globalisation, digital business models and sustainable business 

practices.

C A R E E R  O P P O R T U N I T I E S

Chief Executive Officer (CEO) or Senior 

Executive

Management or Strategy Consultant

Business Development Director

Entrepreneur or Business Founder

Policy or Economic Advisor

University Lecturer or Research Scholar

Equips graduates to lead organisations, drive innovation and shape business strategy in competitive global markets.

Duration: 2 Years Total Programme Cost: EUR 8,622*   Mode of Study: 100% Online       Start dates: Jan, Apr, Jul, Oct

*Additional costs apply.

https://www.premierlearning.org/birchwood-courses/ph.d.-in-cyber-security
https://www.premierlearning.org/birchwood-courses/ph.d.-in-business-administration


Ph.D. Programmes: Business & Management

Ph.D. in Digital Transformation

View Details

View Details

C O U R S E  O V E R V I E W

A research-focused degree examining how technology and 

innovation reshape organisations, industries and societies. 

Candidates investigate digital strategy, innovation management, 

data analytics, emerging technologies and organisational 

transformation. Research may also address cultural change, 

digital leadership and the impact of technology on business 

models.

C A R E E R  O P P O R T U N I T I E S

Chief Digital Officer (CDO)

Digital Transformation Consultant

Innovation or Strategy Director

Technology Programme Manager

Data and Analytics Leader

University Lecturer or Research Scholar

Equips graduates to lead digital innovation, transform organisations and drive strategic change in technology-

enabled environments.

Ph.D. in Finance and Banking

View Details

View Details

C O U R S E  O V E R V I E W

A research-based degree exploring financial systems, institutions 

and markets that underpin global economies. Candidates explore 

corporate finance, investment analysis, financial markets, risk 

management, banking systems and financial regulation. Research 

may also address fintech, economic policy and global financial 

stability.

C A R E E R  O P P O R T U N I T I E S

Investment Banker or Financial Analyst

Chief Financial Officer (CFO)

Risk and Compliance Director

Central Bank or Policy Advisor

Financial Consultant or Strategist

University Lecturer or Research Scholar

Equips graduates to influence financial systems, guide investment strategies and contribute to economic 

development and stability.

Duration: 2 Years Total Programme Cost: EUR 8,622*   Mode of Study: 100% Online       Start dates: Jan, Apr, Jul, Oct

*Additional costs apply.

https://www.premierlearning.org/birchwood-courses/ph.d.-in-digital-transformation
https://www.premierlearning.org/birchwood-courses/ph.d.-in-finance-and-banking


Ph.D.  Programmes

Law, Finance & Society
Islamic Finance  ·  Healthcare  ·  International Law  ·  Diplomacy & Int'l Relations



Ph.D. Programmes: Law, Finance & Society

Ph.D. in Islamic Finance

View Details

View Details

C O U R S E  O V E R V I E W

A research-focused degree examining financial systems grounded 

in Sharia principles. Candidates investigate Islamic banking, sukuk 

(Islamic bonds), takaful (Islamic insurance), Sharia governance 

and ethical investment. Research may also address the 

integration of Islamic finance within global markets and 

regulatory frameworks.

C A R E E R  O P P O R T U N I T I E S

Islamic Banking Specialist or Advisor

Sharia Compliance Officer

Financial Consultant in Islamic Finance

Investment Analyst (Sharia-compliant 

portfolios)

Policy Advisor in Islamic Finance

University Lecturer or Research Scholar

Equips graduates to lead ethical finance initiatives, contribute to Islamic financial institutions and support global 

expansion of Sharia-compliant systems.

Ph.D. in Healthcare

View Details

View Details

C O U R S E  O V E R V I E W

A research-based degree examining healthcare systems, policy 

and innovation. Candidates investigate healthcare management, 

policy development, public health, health informatics and service 

innovation. Research may also address global health challenges, 

healthcare quality and system efficiency.

C A R E E R  O P P O R T U N I T I E S

Healthcare Director or Hospital Administrator

Health Policy Advisor or Consultant

Public Health Specialist

Health Systems Researcher

Quality Improvement or Clinical Governance 

Lead

University Lecturer or Research Scholar

Equips graduates to improve healthcare systems, influence policy and drive innovation in patient care and service 

delivery.

Duration: 2 Years Total Programme Cost: EUR 8,622*   Mode of Study: 100% Online       Start dates: Jan, Apr, Jul, Oct

*Additional costs apply.

https://www.premierlearning.org/birchwood-courses/ph.d.-in-islamic-finance
https://www.premierlearning.org/birchwood-courses/ph.d.-in-healthcare


Ph.D. Programmes: Law, Finance & Society

Ph.D. in International Law

View Details

View Details

C O U R S E  O V E R V I E W

A research-focused degree examining legal frameworks 

governing global relations. Candidates investigate international 

trade law, human rights law, environmental law, conflict 

resolution and global governance. Research may also address 

emerging legal challenges in a rapidly changing global landscape.

C A R E E R  O P P O R T U N I T I E S

International Lawyer or Legal Advisor

Policy Advisor in Government or NGOs

Human Rights Specialist

Diplomatic Legal Advisor

International Organisation Consultant (e.g. UN 

agencies)

University Lecturer or Research Scholar

Equips graduates to influence international legal frameworks, support global governance and address complex legal 

challenges across borders.

Ph.D. in Diplomacy & International Relations

View Details

View Details

C O U R S E  O V E R V I E W

A research-based degree examining global political systems, 

diplomacy and international cooperation. Candidates investigate 

international relations theory, diplomacy, global security, foreign 

policy analysis and international organisations. Research may also 

address conflict resolution, global development and geopolitical 

strategy.

C A R E E R  O P P O R T U N I T I E S

Diplomat or Foreign Service Officer

International Relations Analyst

Policy Advisor in Government or Think Tanks

Global Affairs Consultant

NGO or International Organisation Leader

University Lecturer or Research Scholar

Equips graduates to influence global policy, foster international cooperation and contribute to diplomatic and 

strategic decision-making worldwide.

Duration: 2 Years Total Programme Cost: EUR 8,622*   Mode of Study: 100% Online       Start dates: Jan, Apr, Jul, Oct

*Additional costs apply.

https://www.premierlearning.org/birchwood-courses/ph.d.-in-international-law
https://www.premierlearning.org/birchwood-courses/ph.d.-in-diplomacy-and-international-relations


Apply

E N T R Y  R E Q U I R E M E N T S

A Master's degree (or equivalent) in a relevant subject area.

Strong academic record and evidence of research ability.

A research proposal or statement of research interest.

English language proficiency (IELTS 6.5+ or equivalent, if applicable).

Professional experience in the relevant field is welcomed.

All applications are reviewed on a case-by-case basis.

A P P L I C A T I O N  P R O C E S S

01
Choose Your Programme
Browse the 12 Birchwood University Ph.D. programmes and select the one that aligns 

with your expertise and goals.

02
Submit Your Application
Complete the online application form at premierlearning.org/apply with your academic 

documents.

03
Meet Your Supervisor
Be matched with a dedicated doctoral supervisor who will guide you through your 

research journey.

04
Begin Your Doctorate

Enrol at any intake (January, April, July or October) and begin your online programme.

Ready to Start Your Doctoral Journey?

Apply online today or schedule a free 15-minute call with our admissions team.
Apply Now →

Apply Now →

Book a Call →

Book a Call →

https://www.premierlearning.org/apply
https://www.premierlearning.org/apply
https://www.premierlearning.org/meeting


Our Mission
Our Vision 
Our Values

M I S S I O N  S T A T E M E N T

At Premier Learning Institute, we believe that high-quality education is a fundamental human right. We are committed to providing accredited postgraduate education tailored to the 

unique needs of each learner. Our flexible and accessible learning environment empowers students to take control of their education and progress at their own pace.

O U R  V A L U E S

"Premier Learning Institute was founded to make top-tier education 
affordable, accessible, and attainable for every person on earth. 

Education should be a right for every human, not a privilege, and 
we’re here to make that a reality for all.“

Prof. (Dr.) Andrew T Graham
Hon. Academic Director of Premier Learning Institute
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Redefining education for a digital age.

info@premierlearning.org  |  www.premierlearning.org

© Premier Learning Institute. All rights reserved.
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